We are grateful to the Rev. Karen B. Montagno for our Easter Meditation, for its invitation and proclamation for us in these 50 days of Easter and well beyond.  Karen is a colleague in Ministry of the Bethany House of Prayer and serves as Dean of Spiritual and Vocational Formation at Episcopal Divinity School.
Alleluia. Christ is Risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The women made their lonely, heartbroken stand at the foot of the cross.  Full of tears, they washed, perfumed, and wrapped Jesus’ pierced, broken body.  At the dawning of the first day of the week they rose early.  

Resigned to the death of their friend, they rose in the dim light of the new day to make their witness to his death at the tomb.  They knew what they would find.  But maybe there was a chance that something would be different? They had to go see.  

Even as they made their way, a new day was dawning.  Reality, as they knew it, was changing.  Before long, they got a sense of it.  Under their feet, the ground growled and trembled, the earth began to shift!  Something was taking place! 

What they found changed them and added a new chapter to salvation history.   Once again, God – a mighty presence that loves us and wants to be with us and guide us to wholeness – was breaking into everyday human life. 

When the women approached the tomb, they expected to find darkness, an enclosed tomb closed with a great stone, the soldiers and all the trappings of a death-dealing world.  Instead they found bright light, angels, a stone rolled away, an empty tomb, and the news of a life giving God!  Jesus had been raised from the dead. Heralded by earth quakes and angels, God was cracking open the human condition!

Experiences like this can be an occasion for joy, and, at the same time, they can be very disturbing.  In the risen Lord, we are freed from bondage.  The dry bones of humanity are rescued from death and gathered as a body into new life with and through Christ.  Joy!

It also foreshadows the disturbing challenge of our life in Christ.  The challenge is this: being confronted by the risen Lord.  When Jesus met the women, they dropped to their knees in fear and joy and worshipped him.

Jesus had a job for them, making them the first apostles: “Do not be afraid.  Go tell my brothers and (sisters) they will see me.”  This is the challenge for each of us, to go and tell.  What witness will we make?  Our challenge is to demonstrate through word and deed that Jesus is risen and alive in the world.

